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I has long been the 
opinion of many be- 
ſides myſelf, that ſince 
the Reign of Eliza- 
beth, or, almoſt, the Days of 
her Father Henry, England was 
never more peſter d with Jeſu- 
its, and Romz/b Emiſſaries, than 
are actually ſwarming amongſt 
us at this very Juncture; nor 
were the good Subjects of this 
Nation ever more in Danger to 
be enſnar d by them, from the 
many different and deceitful 
Shapes they daily appear in. At 
preſent, however, I ſhall wave 
being particular upon thoſe ar- 
A 2 tificial 
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tificial Characters and cunning 


Infinuations they are ſecretly 
working under, 1n order to de- 


lude the credulous and unwary, 


becauſe upon that Head, I ſhall 
ſhortly be able to point out 
ſome extraordinay Inſtances of 
their Schemes and Behaviour, 
which, with the Amount of 
their Numbers and finiſter Prac- 
tices, I flatter myſelf may ap- 
pear not unworthy the Notice 
of every good Subject who 
wiſhes well to his * and 


| the Proteſtant Cauſe. But as 


it is my Deſign to ſpeak a few 
Words concerning them and 
ourſelves in a general Way, I 
muſt, for that Reaſon, beg 
Leave to obſerve, that there 
are, I fear, too many Prote- 
ſtants who imagine themſelves 
always ſecure againſt Popery, 
while a Superiority of 1 

ers 


(v) 
bers ſo largely prevail on the 
Proteſtant Side. This is a 
Strain many ſeem fond to argue 
in, to prove, that our Appre- 
henſions, as to Papiſts, are 
merely chimer ical. But in An- 
ſwer to ſuch ſort of Reaſoning, 
I think it may be objected, that 
Union in a prepar'd Conſpiracy, 
or Deſign, will oftentimes pre- 
vail more than Numbers: For, 
to what Purpoſe would it ſerve 
us to muſter the Names of the 
Proteſtants, or to boaſt them 
to be Ten for One of the Ro- 
miſh Faction? --- As if bare Fi- 
gures of Numeration could pre- 
vail againſt a Party ſtrongly ce- 
mented, reſolv'd, and adviſed 
before-hand, how to turn their 
Faces with Aſſurance unto all 
Danger; while in the mean 
Time the Proteſtants were neſt- 
ling themſelyes in vain Securi- 


ty, 


(vi) 
ty, and ſuffer the Weed to 
grow up that threatens their 
Bane, and real Deſtruction. Be- 
ſides, we muſt all know, that 
the fundamental Policy, and 
Groundwork of Roman Catho- 
licks, in every Proteſtant Coun- 
try where they meet with the 
leaſt Favour and Protection, I 
ſay, the Golden Rule of their 
Actions is founded upon this 
Maxim, Divide et Impera. --- 
----- This is the Leſſon they 
learn at Rome, and St O- 
mer's, and we have no Reaſon 
to doubt their Capacity and 
hearty Good-will in cultivating 
a proper Uſe of it in every Place 
they ſet Foot in throughout the 
land of Great Britazn. ------- 
This I take not upon me to ſay 
from the leaſt Motive of Ma- 
Tice or Prejudice concerv d a- 
gainſt them, but fairly and ho- 
neſtly, 


(vi) 
neſtly, as a true Proteſtant ---- 
and, (with their Leave for the 
Epithet) as I profeſs myſelf a 
Chriſtian, I have alſo Huma- 
nity enough to with them e- 
qually well as they wiſh them- 
ſelves in any other Part of the 
Globe where their Doctrine un- 
controulably prevails. ----- But 
certainly no fincere Proteſtant 
can think favourably of ſuch 
great Numbers as ſwarm about 
us at preſent in every County 


and Town throughout the King- 
dom. 


I Do not, however, any 
ways mean to depreciate the 
Characters of /ome particular 
Families of this Perſuaſion 
that reſide among us; becauſe 
ſome there are, who, upon all 
Occaſions, have ſhewn them- 
ſelves zealouſly attach'd to our 


Conſti- 
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Conftitution and happy Eſtab 
liſhment, and have even un- 
ſheath'd their Swords to acquit 
themſelves becoming ſuch a 
Character: I only mean ſuch 


of them that compoſe a very 
numerous Body of Jeſuits, and 
their Emiſſaries, who are daily 


crowding; in upon us, and, un- 
der the moſt hy pocritical Co- 
lours, creep into our Houſes 
and Families ſeeking whom 
they may devour, and make 
bigotted Proſelytes to their Fac- 
tion: And of theſe Sort of 
Wretches I may truely aver 
their Numbers are become al- 
moſt innumerable. 


To clear up any Imputation 
of Partiality they may imagine 
me to have againſt them, bare- 
ly as Roman Catholicks, I 

think 


(ix) 

think myſelf under a Neceſſity 
of making the following Obſer- 
vation. ---- I am very far from 
ſuppoſing that any one, from 
an hot-headed Zeal, and Bigot- 
ry, ſhould fall into Paſſions. 
and Quarrels with another of a 
different Religion or Perſuaſion 
from himſelf ; for, were that 
to be the Caſe, a Man might, 
from the ſame Parity of Rea- 
ſon, elaim an equal Right to 
be angry with his Father or 
Brother, becauſe he had, per- 
haps, a handſomer Pair of 
Legs, or ſofter Features. 


Hain, on the biber Hand. 
it muſt appear quite natural 
(more eſpecially in an 1/land 
like this) that where there are 
many of one Religion, and 
many . alſo of another, each 
Party will of _ e endeavour 

| . 70 
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to promote their own, and 
rive by Strength of Argu- 
ments, or ſuch like Methods, 
to gain over a Majority on 
their Side, and to rivet them 
faſt in their Opinion and Max- 
imo For to ſuppoſe other- 
Ways, (eſpecially among the Ro- 
man Catholicks) is an abſolute 
Contradliction 3 3 a 
repugnant to Rea ſon itſelf f, 
= even to ſuppoſe alſo that 
no real Religion at all ſubiſiſis 
among either 


This, I ſay, being the Caſe, 
every Well-1fher 10 the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe cannot be too 
vigilant, and well-guarded a- 
gain/t the Doctrines and De- 
fiegns of Papiſtical Prieſtcraft, 
and muſt conſequently hope to 
ſee their Numbers diminiſh, in 

> 


(xi) 


as much as Experience hath 
taught us that the Roman Ca- 
tholicks will ever ſtruggle to 
multiply their Numbers upon 
us, and endeavour to ſow their 
wicked Tares of Diſcord and 
Infection into the Hearts of all 
ſuch Proteſtants, as, by their 
Sophi/try and Arti ice they can 
polſibly faſten upon. --- Howw- 
ever plain this Stile aud Man- 
ner of Argument may * 
zo ſome, yet, the Subject Mat- 
ter, I am ſorry to ſay it, is 
too true to be made a Jeſt of. 


Upon this Foundation there- 
fore, and that a Multitude 
may be caution'd againſt Delu- 

fron, and ill Per ſuaſions, I 
have ventured to trouble you 
with the following Adareſs, 
which, if received with the 

Candour 


(ﬆ) 
ſame Candour and Sincerity tis 
really intended, is all the Plen- 
are and Sar faction e 
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Friends | Britons | Countrymen ! 


s in Times paſt our Fore- 
fathers were ſick of Of- 
fences, and the moſt 
attrocious Crimes; o, 
from a ſpirit of Enthuſiaſm and 
Licentiouſneſs, which hath crept 
in amongſt us, we may now truly 
ſay, that too many in this King - 
dom are become ſick alſo of Re- 
_ and the Laws of the Land. 
Every Day, every Hour, to thoſe 
of Diſcernment and Underſtanding, 
C may 
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may exince and corroborate this 
Reflection, and. at- the ſame time 
_ calls loudly. on us to be watch- 
ful, and upon our guard, againſt 
the Infeftion of this growing Evil, 
and to uſe our utmoſt Efforts 
rowards cruſhing the Force and 
hindering its Malignity from ſpread» 


ing #arther, . © =.) 


As to Religion, the Trumpeters 
of Enthuſiaſm have infamouſly 
made it their Stalking-Horſe, to 
leud away the youthful and un- 
thinking from the true Worſhip 
of the Almighty; and as a! Cloak 
allo to the moſt wicked Deſigns, 
the ſacred Name of LIBERTT is 
arroguntly prophan'd by a Sett of 
Jefuitical Writers, the avow'd E. 
nemies to our happy Eſtabliſhment 
and tho they baſely make uſe of 
mo , ſpe- 


15] 


N Denn eee 
Thbeſe, my worthy Fellgſ, 
Countrymen, are not the Fruits 


jectures; no Party Suggeſtions, or 
newfangl'd. Notions; but, in fact, 
a plain, conciſe, ſtate of the me- 
lancholy Situation, which the 
Wranglers againſt the Govern- 
ment, a number of _ Jeſuits and 
irreligious Men, are ftrenuouſly 
ſtruggling to, involve us in. And 
here, indeed, I am very {ſorry to 
obſerve, that as a means and ten- 
dency towards accompliſhing their 

C 2 ſiniſter 
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Fniſter Ends, their cruel and un- 
juſt Inſinuations, have already 
made but too great an Impreſſion 
on the Minds of the lower Claſs, 
who are often unhappily drawn into 
Error, by giving their Time and 
Attention to the Speeches and crafty 
Devices of ill-minded Men; more 
eſpecially {o, whenever the Do- 
ctrine of LIE EAT is preached 
into their Ears, with a deſign to 
engage them for ſuch Purpoſes.--- 
For LIBERTY was eyer the Cant 
and Watch-Word of ſeditious Men, 
and upon all unlawful Occaſions 
(as the Tub to the Leviathan) made 
the Handle and Pretext to divert 
the Populace, and wean them by 
degrees from a juſt Obedience to 
the Government, and a Diſregard 
to their pn real and ſolid In- 


tereſt. 
if 


E 


If I am fo unhappy as to be 
Wrong in my ſetting out, it is 
you, my Fellow-Countrymen, are 
call'd upon to fix me right : ſhould 
that appear not to be the Caſe, 
then alſo 1 appeal to Vourſelves, 
appeal to your own Breaſts, whe« 
ther my Aſſertions are not founded 
npon Truth and Experience, If 
this be allow'd me, ſure J am, 
Your Endeavours will not be want- 
ing to make a right uſe of this 
plain, fincere Addreſs to You : 
Artful ' Quotations, and a ſtudied 
Stile, to ſoothe the Paſhons, and 
amuſe your Ears, are quite foreign ' 
from my Aim. Truth and Har- 
mony among ourſelves is all I con- 
tend for, as the only means to ſhut 
out our Enemies from Herding a- 
mong us, that we may not like 
UNTRUE BORN ENGLISHMEN, 

| fur- 
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furniſh them with Arguments 10 


betray iu, from our . own Speeches 
ang unnatural. Behaviour. | 


Firſt then, give me leave to call 
to your Minds (ſuch of you parti- 
cularly I mean, who are more im- 
mediately converſant in the Hiſtory 
of this Kingdom) let me, I ſay, 
preſs you to conſider, the unhappy 
and miſerable ſtate of our Anceſtors, 
let us remember into what deplo · 
rable Conditions they oft · times ins 
volv d themſelves, from no other 


Cau ſe than an iH grounded Diſſatiſ- 


faction againſt the Government 
they liv'd under, which, from the 

Anbar of thoſe whO ſpirited them 
up, and the violent Feuds and Diſ- 
ſentions among themſelves, gene» 
rally terminated, in à Civil War, 
and brought upon them thoſe 


dreads 


19 1 


dreadful Conſequences? which na: 
turally How from ſuch ſad Diſs 


aſters. To inform ourſelves of 


the original Cauſes of ſuch Diviſi- 


ons and Animoſities, Hiſtory affords 
many Inftances to prove, that All 
of them were fomented and carried 
on by the Contrivance and Plottings 
of turbulent Men, who were con- 
tinually working up the Multitude 
to a pitch of Diſcontent and Sedi- 
tion, in hopes of graſping the whole 
ſcope of Power into their own 


hands, by taking all Advantages of 


ſuch a General Confuſion. To 
point out the almoſt numberleſs 
and particular Inſtances of this 
unhappy kind from our Engliſh 

Hiſtory, would ſpin out the pre- 
ſent Deſign to a prolixity, which 
might. not be Were and in- 
deed it is | Teſs neceſſary, in chat 


Fours 
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yourſelves. cannot be regen to 
the truth of the General Obſer- 
vation. 1 have therefore barely 
mention d them by way of Pres 
caution, in order to convince you, 
as far as in my Power. lies, that all 
the Troubles and Calamities, all 


| thoſe inteſtine Heats and Quarrels, 


our Anceſtors, labour'd under, were 
wholly owing. to the Snares and 


Devices of Evil minded Men, who, 


to gratify their own private Piques 
and Malice, (conceiv'd againſt par- 


ticular Perſons) were ever reſtleſs 


and uneaſy, but at the ſame time 
labouring with all their Might, to 
introduce Schiſm in the Church and 
Faction in the State, in order to 
puſh themſelves into Power, by 
creating ſuch a Diſunion among 


the people. Hence then, my Fel- 
low Subjects, let us learn the in- 


dif, penſable 


[21 
diſpenſable Neceſſity we are under 
to preſerve Peace and Tranquility 
among unte ; for nothing but 
a mutual Forbearance one among 
another, (more particularly at this 
critical Conjuncture) can poſſibl 
make us happy in all our Wiſhes, 
and render our preſent Situation, 
as well as that of our Poſterity, 
Proſperous, againſt all the Expecta- 
tions, and impregnable againſt all 
the Attacks; of our Enemies! in any 
/khape whatever, | G 


It An be needleſz : in me to 
mae any long Harangue to you, 
upon the Behaviour and Actions 
of ſome modern Men, who have 
been muſt elaborate in their Pur- 
ſuits to involve this Nation in an 
unhappy and calamitous Condition, 
if all the Chicanery and Artifice 

D they 
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"they were- Maſters 'of - could any 
ways have brought it to paſs. 
Upon that Head I need not trouble 
you with any particular Obſer- 
vation, becauſe what has already 
been laid before you concerning 
them, together with the Writings 
of ſome, and the inconſiſtent, en- 
vious Diſpoſition of others, may, 
think, fully unfold their Myſte- 
ries and Plottings, their real De- 
gos and Purpoſes. That we may 
not, however, miſtake the Men, 
but be able, by a general Obſer- 
vation, to paint them in their 
true and natural Colours, I muſt 
beg leave to remark to you the 
following Suppoſitions, as the Baſis 
of all their Endeavours. | 


Are we, from the ſecret Intel- 
ligences ſome ef theſe very Men 


__ have ; 
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have given our Enemies, and their 
obſtinate Obſtructions to every 
thing propos d for the Publick Goodʒ 
are we, I ſay, upon ſuch Conſi- | 
derations as theſe, oblig d to en- 
gage in a War, yet the ſelf-ſame 


Men will be the firſt to cenſure 


even the KI NO, as well as his 
Miniſters, for not procuring us a. 


ſolid and laſting Peace? And in 
ſuch Caſe, you ail find them alſo. 
continue harping upon, the Cone 


VENT1ON in as loud a Strain as 


ever; tho' they Unconven'p 
themſelves (a Step never to be 
boneſtly., accounted for to their 
Electors) and deſerted the Place 
they ought to have continu'd in, 
out of mere Pique and Prejudice 
to the Miniſter for having obtain'd 
ſuch ConvenTioNn, as the firſt 
(and I may ſay the laſt) natural 

D 2 Step 


„„ 
L 240 
Step to have conciliated All Dife 
Wat with Spain, to the entire 
action of our Merchants and 
the true Honour of dur Country. 
And let me here repeat again, 
that had the Flying Party remain'd: 
ſteady, and joirfd in Concert with 
tlie real Lovers of their Country, 
to haue ured a Compliance from 
the Court of Spain, aęrecable to 
the (onvent ion, we might have ſeen 
at this very Hour the happy Ef- 
fects of ſuch a mutual Harmony 
in that Augu#t Aſſembly : In which 
Caſe, no Enemies upon | Barth 
would have dar'd to give us the 
Feaſt Umbrage, or Cauſe of farther 
Offence. ' But now indeed they 
too well know, what Diviſions and 
Animoſities are kindled: gy 


bs. 
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On the other hand, ſhould 
after all, keep ourſelyes ſtilb 2 
rounded with Peace and Plenty; - 
and gain all we want, without 
entering upon Action, yet, even 
then, theſe very Men will cry out: 
War! War! and Deſtruction to 
thoſe who utter the Name of 
PACE] Let what will happen, 
They will unalterably remain che 
ſame: For, it is a Change of Mit 
niſters, not of Meaſures ; ; Fond» 
neſs of Power, not real Love of 
their Country, preſides wholly in 
their Hearts, and is the ultimate 
View of all their Wan 
and Purſuits, * s 


= -. = * 


From what has been ſaid, 4 
the Appearances Tourſelves can 
form a Judgment of, I flatter my 
felf, one good Inference, at leaſt, 


may 
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may naturally be drawn from 
this candid Addreſs, that is, Not 
blindly to follow the Dictates and 
Perſwafions of any Man, or Set 
of Men whatever, without ſtrict- 
ly Examining the Source of their 
Intentions, and to make à clear 
Diſtinction, whether Ambition, 
Avarice, private Enmity and Re- 
ſentment; or, Sincerity, and a 
hearty Zeal for You and your 
Country, be the true Motives of 
Action in Thoſe Leaders you in- 
tend to follow. In ſo proper a 
Scrutiny as this (and 'tis no 
difficult Taſk to make it) you 
cannot well be deceiy'd ; every 
thing will ſquare with your own 
Reaſon and judgment. 


Upon 
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Upon the whole, therefore, let 
this, my Worthy Fellou- Country- 
men, be your chief Study and 
Care; let Harmony and Friend- 
ſhip fubſiſt among Ourſelves, 
which we ſhall, ever find the 
ſtrongeſt Bulwark, our ſureſt 
Defence, againſt all the Attempts 
which our Enemies, either Abroad, 
or at Home, can ever dare to 
make upon us. 


This, and. nothing but this, 
can render us Eaſy and Happy 
in our Affairs; and center all our 
Wiſhes in one even, uniform 
Channel of perfect Felicity. 


Theſe, my Fellow-Countrymen, 
are the pleaſing ProſpeQs, and 
real 
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rea]- Scenes of — moſt 
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1 4 Friend to Liberty, 4 Love 


il 1 f Truth, a bearty Wellwiſher 
W to by King and Country, 
2 and your affectionate Fellow: f 


nee 


* bear! Sulject, 


